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"Rejoice in What God Has Done!" 

Luke 10:17-20 

29 September Anno Domini 2002 

The Feast of St. Michael and All Angels 

 

Our Redeemer Lutheran Church 

Emmett, Idaho  

Pastor Michael L. McCoy 

Grace, mercy and peace to you in the Name of the Father and of the (+) Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

 

Dear Baptized, 

 

In 1887 Lord Acton wrote a letter in response to the doctrine of papal infallibity declared a few years 

earlier. The British historian scribed: "Power tends to corrupt, and absolute power corrupts 

absolutely. Great men are almost always bad men." In these latter days when here and there an 

obsessed gollum slinks across the countryside seeking the precious that he lost and hanging close to 

the one now in possession of it - one who is increasingly possessed by it, well we behold that Lord 

Acton was a prophet who knew the words and acts of men. Still, when compared with the doctrine of 

original sin revealed in Holy Writ, Lord Acton was an optimist.  

 

Then there is God Who knows the hearts and thoughts of man, or as He revealed the truth to us 

through Moses, that the LORD knows "the wickedness of man was great in the earth, and that every 

imagination of the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually (Genesis 6:5). If one thinks that 

this does not apply to him or her, behold what the Holy Spirit wrote through the hand of the Apostle 

John, "If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us (1 John 1:8). 

 

Place power into the hands of such inclined men and then authorize its use. The corruption is likely 

to begin from the get-go. Then, when the intended and desired results occur as the power is 

exercised over time, well, one end or the other of us fattens; that is, one's hat size increases or one 

gets too big for one's britches. Either way, it is not a healthy situation for the queen, the bishop or a 

pawn. 

 

But who would even think of handing out such power and authorizing its use? God did; that is, Jesus 

did. Prior to the Gospel reading for this Feast of St. Michael and All Angels, Jesus sent out around 

seventy of His disciples. They were authorized to do three things in His Name - announce the Lord's 

peace, heal the sick, and, for those towns that received them, say, "The Kingdom of God has come 

near to you" (Luke 10:9). Announce blessing and woe, to friend and foe. "He who hears you hears 

Me, and he who rejects you rejects Me, and he who rejects Me rejects Him Who sent Me" (Luke 

10:16). 

 

During the course of the activities of this temporary mission, demons would, as a result, be cast out. 

So, mighty miracles abounded as these men went about the activities that they were sent to do. 

Power to heal ... authorized to proclaim God's peace ... called to announce the advent of the 
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Kingdom of God ... and as a result, demons were cast out by those disciples! 

 

The Gospel reading is the sermon text. Please listen to Luke 10:17-20 and ... 

 

... Rejoice in What God Has Done! 

 

The seventy returned with joy, saying, "Lord, even the demons are subject to us in Your Name!" 

And He said to them, "I saw Satan fall like lightning from heaven. Behold, I have given you 

authority to tread upon serpents and scorpions, and over all the power of the enemy; and nothing 

shall hurt you. Nevertheless do not rejoice in this, that the spirits are subject to you; but rejoice that 

your names are written in heaven." 

 

Thus far the Word of the Lord our God. 

 

The disciples return to Jesus. They are excited and enthusiastic about what they have done in the 

Name of the Lord. Now what they have done is most certainly a wonderful thing, especially to those 

who are the recipients of such blessings. A disciple speaks the Word in the Name of Jesus and 

someone is healed of an awful condition. That person is blessed; there's no denying it. Another 

disciple proclaims God's peace to those assembled in a house; each one who trusts such Word of 

God has what was promised, namely, peace with God! Another disciple sent by Christ makes the 

announcement, "The Kingdom of God has come near to you." The hearer of that Word of Truth is 

filled with hope and peace. This is what the Lord has done through the mouths of His disciples. They 

are excited and they are enthusiastic about what they have done in the Name of the Lord. The 

disciples return to Jesus. 

 

With what might we compare this?  

 

We could compare it to being a parent. You become a mother or a father and you want what is best 

for your unborn child. So you make sure that this little one gets fed properly - with both the physical 

vitamins and nutrients entering the body through the placenta, and the Word in liturgy, song and 

confession of the Church entering the soul through the ear.  

 

Yikes. There is a lot to do. So you do this and then you do that. I mean, you work hard at making 

certain that there is a healthy child born into your family. Then, with the strength and provisions that 

God provides, you strive to have the child baptized as soon as possible. You carry your baby into the 

House of God as soon as possible. In your arms you bear your baby to the front of the Church. You 

do what is needed to bring that infant to the gracious waters of Holy Baptism and this is what you 

have done. 

 

We could also compare what happened with the disciples with the calling to be a pastor; in particular 

Christ's undershepherd here in this congregation. The Lord has called me and the Call extended to 

me from the Lord through His Church has authorized and obligated me to preach and teach the Word 

in its truth and purity, to administer the Sacraments as Christ instituted them, to visit the sick and the 

dying, to admonish the erring and the delinquent, to ...  

 

Yikes. There is a lot to do. So I do this and I do that. I mean, I work hard at making certain that this 

sermon properly distinguishes Law and Gospel so that those who come to the Divine Service and 

enter into the Presence of the Lord may hear the Law that accuses the old sinful nature of each one 
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and the Gospel that comforts those who are sorry for their sin and look to Christ in faith. I prepare 

the holy space for the holy time and then await the moment when that mother and father bring that 

infant to the front of the Church. Then, with the authority and obligation that Christ gave those men 

to make disciples of all nations by baptizing and teaching, I follow in that apostolic train and I 

baptize the infant in the Name of Jesus; that is, in the Name of the Father and of the (+) Son and of 

the Holy Ghost. 

 

Do you realize what those parents and I have done? We have done what was necessary for the soul 

of this child to be healed. This child has been made a disciple by being baptizing. You continue to 

bring this child to this house of prayer so that I might continue to do what I have been called to do - 

to announce that the Kingdom of God has come near and to proclaim peace to this child and to all 

sons of God in the Absolution, doing so in the Name of Jesus; that is, ... 

 

"Upon this, your confession, I as a called and ordained servant of the Word, announce unto all of 

you, and in the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the 

Name of the Father and of the (+) Son and of the Holy Ghost." (The Lutheran Hymnal, p. 16). 

 

Yes! Alright! Isn't this great? Parents, great job. Pastor, you dun good. There are high-fives here and 

attaboys there. We've done all of this in the Name of Jesus. I wonder what Jesus will say? Come on, 

let's return to Him and tell Him what has happened. "Lord, even the demons are subject to us in Your 

Name!" And He said to them, "I saw Satan fall like lightning from heaven. Behold, I have given you 

authority to tread upon serpents and scorpions, and over all the power of the enemy; and nothing 

shall hurt you. Nevertheless do not rejoice in this, that the spirits are subject to you; ..." 

 

Hmmm. Jesus puts a bit of a damper on us when we rejoice in what we have done in His Name. 

Now, let's understand something here, the baptism of infants and the announcement of forgiveness 

are great and wonderful, particularly for the recipients of God's grace. We are glad that this has taken 

place and we sing "Hallelujah!" and give thanks to God. You and I do not receive the forgiveness of 

our sins, eternal life and salvation because we are the instruments by which others receive this Good 

News. Rather, it is by the grace of God through faith in Jesus that these blessings are ours. Jesus 

said, I tell you, there is joy before the angels of God over one sinner who repents" (Luke 15:10). 

 

There is one who does not rejoice and Jesus replies to the disciples' report, "I saw Satan fall like 

lightning from heaven. Behold, I have given you authority to tread upon serpents and scorpions, and 

over all the power of the enemy; and nothing shall hurt you. Nevertheless do not rejoice in this, that 

the spirits are subject to you." There are a number of reasons why and we consider just a few of 

them. 

 

First, the emphatic and continued rejoicing in the spirits being subject to you becomes a First 

Commandment issue. The focus and appeal of power over the demons appeals to our old sinful 

nature that seeks to tell everyone what "I" have done, thus displacing the Lord as God with the god 

of self ... the Ego-maniac who seeks all the glory ... the glory that is due only to the Lord.  

 

The second reason follows quickly upon the first; that is, upon the discarding of the First 

Commandment. The Name of Jesus is invoked and/or attached in ungodly places or ways. For 

example, in Acts 19 "some of the itinerant Jewish exorcists undertook to pronounce the name of the 

Lord Jesus over those who had evil spirits, saying, "I adjure you by the Jesus whom Paul preaches." 

Seven sons of a Jewish high priest named Sceva were doing this. But the evil spirit answered them, 
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"Jesus I know, and Paul I know; but who are you?" And the man in whom the evil spirit was leaped 

on them, mastered all of them, and overpowered them, so that they fled out of that house naked and 

wounded" (v. 13-16). Also, the Name of Jesus is attached in the dedication prayers of the LDS 

Temples of the Mormon god. Members of the anti-Christian cult, Jehovah's Witness, are instructed 

to pray in the Name of Jesus. But the JW Jesus is not the Christian Jesus.  

 

For anyone, but especially a pastor, to give the impression or say that all worship the same god or 

that the Lord is one among many others gods, or that the God's Name may be attached as the heart 

desires, ... well, "he that teaches and lives otherwise than God's Word teaches, profanes the Name of 

God among us. From this preserve us, Heavenly Father" (Small Catechism, Lord's Prayer, The 

Meaning of the First Petition). 

 

The Apostle John is reported to have fled a building because a heretic named Cerinthus was inside. 

In other words, the faithful flee from such heretical houses of worship where other gods are 

acknowledged, confessed and invoked. We believe, teach and confess that those pastors and 

preachers who despise God's Word deserve, "not only to be refused food, but also to be chased out 

by dogs and pelted with dung" (The Large Catechism, Preface). In other words, the faithful do not 

permit false preachers to spout lies or to speak false doctrine, whether in the church or in the civic 

arena. 

 

The third reason why one ought not rejoice that the spirits are subject to you goes to the very heart of 

the Truth ... the article upon which the Church stands or falls ... that salvation is by the grace of God 

alone through faith alone in Christ's Person and Work. No one, not even you, are saved by what you 

do, "for no human being will be justified in his sight by works of the law, since through the law 

comes knowledge of sin" (Romans 3:20). Salvation is because of what God has done. Jesus said it 

this way, "Nevertheless do not rejoice in this, that the spirits are subject to you; but rejoice that your 

names are written in heaven." 

 

Ah, dearly beloved, here is the Gospel ... the Good News that enables you to "Rejoice in What God 

Has Done!" Consider what God has done. 

 

Behold the Enthronement of Jesus the Christ in heaven for you where all the angels say before our 

God and the Lamb, "Blessing and glory and wisdom and thanksgiving and honor and power and 

might be to our God for ever and ever! Amen." (Rev. 7:12). Rejoice, for Jesus is enthroned. 

 

But before the Enthronement of Jesus, the Son of Man, He Ascended into heaven for you from 

whence He shall come to judge the quick and the dead; that is, the living and the dead. He ascended 

in order to prepare a place for you in His Father's House. He promised "And when I go and prepare a 

place for you, I will come again and will take you to myself, that where I am you may be also. And 

you know the way where I am going" (John 14:3-4). Rejoice, for Christ ascended. 

 

But before the Ascension of Jesus, the Son of God rose again from the dead for you, and has 

promised through the voice of His Easter angel, "Fear not; for I know that you seek Jesus Who was 

crucified. He is not here; for He has risen, as He said" (Matthew 28:5-6). Rejoice, for Jesus is Risen. 

 

But before the Resurrection of Jesus, the Lamb of God atoned for the sins of the world; that is, He 

poured out His Blood for you and offered Himself for you, preaching from the pulpit of His cross, 

"It is finished" (John 19:20). Rejoice, for God has done this. 
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But before the Crucifixion of Jesus, the Redeemer of the world kept His own Law perfectly for you 

... indeed, in thought, in word, in deed ... "for we have not a high priest who is unable to sympathize 

with our weaknesses, but One Who in every respect has been tempted as we are, yet without sin" 

(Hebrews 4:15). Rejoice, for Christ has done this. 

 

But before the Active Obedience of Jesus, the LORD God Almighty was incarnate by the Holy 

Ghost of Jewish virgin for you. The angel, Gabriel, said to her, "Hail, O favored one, the Lord is 

with you!" (Luke 1:28) and thus "the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, full of grace and 

truth; we have beheld his glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father" (John 1:14). Rejoice, for 

Jesus is I AM. 

 

But before the Incarnation of Jehovah, the Word spoke in the beginning, "Let there be light"; and 

there was light" (Genesis 1:3). Rejoice, for the Son of God has done this. 

 

But before the Creation of all things visible and invisible, God took counsel in Himself and elected 

those whom He would finally have with Him in eternity. 

 

"Therefore, blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, Who has blessed us in Christ 

with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, even as He chose us in Him before the 

foundation of the world, that we should be holy and blameless before Him. He destined us in love to 

be His sons through Jesus Christ, according to the purpose of His will, to the praise of His glorious 

grace which He freely bestowed on us in the Beloved. In Him we have redemption through His 

Blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the riches of His grace which He lavished 

upon us (Ephesians 1:3-8)." 

 

In other words, as Jesus said to His elect, "Rejoice that your names are written in heaven." Rejoice 

that the Author of Life, in eternity, wrote your name in the Book of Life; that is, inscribed your name 

in Christ.  

 

Rejoice that your name has been written in the Book of the Lamb slain from the foundation of the 

world (Rev. 13:8 KJV). The stylus is the cross. The ink is the Blood of the Lamb slain for the world. 

The inkwell is that fountain filled with Blood in which you were baptized. 

 

Dearly beloved, rejoice in what God has done! "The Holy Spirit creates true faith through the 

hearing of God’s Word, as the apostle testifies, 'Faith comes from the hearing of God’s Word' (Rom. 

10:17) when it is preached in sincerity and purity. Therefore no one who wants to be saved should 

burden and torture himself with thoughts concerning the secret counsel of God, if he has been 

elected and ordained to eternal life. With such thoughts the troublesome adversary is accustomed to 

tempt and vex pious hearts. On the contrary, they should listen to Christ, Who is the Book of Life 

and of the eternal election of all God’s children to eternal life, and Who testifies to all men without 

distinction that God wants all men who are laden and burdened with sin to come to Him and find 

refreshment and be saved. According to Christ’s teaching they are to desist from sin, repent, believe 

His promise, and trust in Him completely and entirely. And since we are unable to do this by our 

own powers, the Holy Spirit wills to work such repentance and faith in us through the Word and the 

Sacraments. And in order that we may see it through and abide and persevere in it, we should 

implore God to give us His grace, of which He has assured us in Holy Baptism, and not doubt that 

according to His promise He will give it to us" (The Formula of Concord XI, 69-72). 
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That which was ordained in eternity became yours in time, when you were brought to faith in the 

LORD your God, when you were baptized into Christ. In the early 1600s, a pastoral poet and 

theologian named George Herbert wrote of this connection between your Baptism and the Book of 

Life. It is included as a bookmark in your bulletins. Please listen to his poem and know that you have 

eternal life and salvation because, as was first declared in your Baptism ... you are forgiven in the 

Name of the Father and of the (+) Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

 

Baptism (I) 

 

As he that sees a dark and shady grove, 

    Stays not, but looks beyond it on the sky; 

    So I when I view my sins, mine eyes remove 

More backward still, and to that water fly, 

Which is above the heav'ns, whose spring and rent 

    Is in my dear Redeemer's pierced side. 

    O blessed streams! either ye do prevent 

And stop our sins from growing thick and wide, 

Or else give tears to drown them, as they grow. 

    In you Redemption measures all my time, 

    And spreads the plaster equal to the crime. 

You taught the Book of Life my name, that so 

    Whatever future sins should me miscall, 

    Your first acquaintance might discredit all. 

        George Herbert (1593-1633) 

 

Therefore, dear Baptized, "Rejoice in What God Has Done;" that is, "Rejoice that your names are 

written in heaven. Amen. 


